CHAPTER V

GROUP-SOULS

1. THE MEANING OF THE TERM

SPEAKING generally, a Group-Soul is a collection of perma-
nent triads, in a triple envelope of monadic essence. This
description is true of all Group-Souls functioning on the
physical plane, but gives no idea of the extreme complexity
of the subject of Group-Souls. For they divide and sub-
divide constantly, the contents of each division and sub^
division decreasing in number, as evolution goes on, until at
last a " Group-Soul" encloses but a single triad, to which it
may continue for many births to discharge the protective and
nutrient functions of a Group-Soul while no longer technic-
ally describable as one, the <f Group " having separated off
into its constituent parts.

Seven Group-Souls are to be seen, functioning on the
physical plane, before any forms appear. They first show
themselves as vague, filmy forms, one in each stream of the
Second Life-Wave, on the mental plane, becoming more
clearly outlined on the astral plane, and yet more so on the
physical. They float in the great ocean of matter as balloons